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Setting the Scene 

Agriculture serves as the backbone of Pakistan’s economy as it contributes 19.5 percent to gross 

domestic product (GDP), employs 42.3 percent of the labour force and provides raw material for 

several value-added industrial goods.1  Rice is a major agriculture export commodity not only in 

terms of quantity but also quality. It accounts for 3.1 percent of value-addition in the agriculture 

sector and varyingly contributes 1.3-1.6 percent to the GDP. Punjab (with all kinds of basmati, 

super, IRRI and hybrids) leads the national production scale with a contribution of 53 percent. 

Sindh (IRRI and hybrids) follows with 26 percent, Balochistan (IRRI and hybrids) with 12 percent 

and the remaining 9 percent comes from the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.2 In the last five years, 16.34 

million tons of rice were exported.3 Pakistani rice exports continue to increase and have reached 

an all-time high of $2.07 billion as of current fiscal year (FY19).4  

As ratified by Pakistan under the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), the 

Department for Plant Protection (DPP) is accountable, in terms of monitoring and controlling, for 

the application of international Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary (SPS) regulations on imports and 

exports. On the other hand, the Rice Exporters’ Association of Pakistan (REAP) is a private sector 

organization consisting of rice exporters from all over Pakistan that interacts with the Ministry of 

Commerce, Ministry of Food Agriculture and Livestock and also with the Planning Division of 

the Government of Pakistan.  

This country note examines the responses of the above mentioned organizations as well as private 

sector stakeholders (rice exporting SMEs) to a revision in EU’s maximum residue limits (MRL) 

and its impact (if any) on the rice exports. 
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Identifying Challenges in Complying with EU MRL 

Globally, the four main challenges being faced by the rice exporters include: the presence of 

GMOs, aflatoxin, pesticide residues and inorganic arsenic. Fortunately, Pakistani rice 

consignments have shown satisfactory results when tested for these.5 This is because the rice 

exporting firms and implementation agencies, by and large, are familiar with the requirement of 

residue limits and take appropriate measures, such as testing of rice and issuance of certificates to 

this effect (see Annexure A and B). This is evident from Table 1 below which depicts the exports 

of MRL restricted agricultural products from Pakistan to the EU from 2017 to 2018. The most 

commonly exported product to the EU are cereals (including rice) comprising of over 90 percent 

of MRL restricted products.  

Table 1: Exports of MRL Restricted Agricultural Products from Pakistan to the EU 

(from 01-01-2017 to 30-04-2018) 

Product Group  Export Value  

        (PKR M)  (%) 

Cereals (Rice, maize, Rye) 19,800 90.63 

Miscellaneous Fruits  1710 7.83 

Tea, Coffee, Herbal Infusions, Cocoa 144 0.66 

Tree Nuts 87.30 0.40 

Stone Fruits 59.40 0.27 

Berries and Small Fruits 22.30 0.10 

Spices 21.90 0.10 

Vegetables, Fresh or Frozen 1.49 0.01 

Sugar Plants 0.13 0.00 

Citrus Fruits 0.02 0.00 

All          21,847   

Source: Author’s working using Export Dataset for Pakistan 

 

From the table above it can be concluded that the past revision in MRL had no significant effect 

on Pakistan’s rice exports. However, as far as the recent MRL revisions are concerned, interviews 

of various public and private stakeholders6 were conducted to examine its impact on rice exporters 

(see Annexure A and B). Precisely, interviews with the rice exporting SMEs reveal the following 

important points:  

• Rice exporters are well aware of EU’s MRL restriction and its revision. They send their 

products regularly to laboratories for testing the residue levels. Most firms use the facilities 

provided by the Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (PCSIR) for the 
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measurement and testing, while others use private labs such as HEJ, DESTO, Qarshi 

Laboratories etc. In this regard, a firm said “Our product is tested in scientific laboratory 

to check the magnitude of pesticides residue. We send our product for testing to Ayub 

Research Institute in Faisalabad which is linked with Government of Pakistan and 

sometimes to the Agriculture University of Faisalabad.” 

• Major pesticides being monitored while exporting to the EU include tricyclazole, 

Carbendazim, Carbaryl, Fipronil, DDT, Deltamethrin, Chlorpyrifos (F), Carbofuran, 

Aldrin, Imidacloprid, aflatoxin etc. Interestingly, many exporters believe that the residue 

levels should not exceed the prescribed limit. For instance, a rice exporter said “We also 

prefer the residue level of all the pesticides used for rice production to be less than or equal 

to 0.01 mg/ kg, as these are not good for human health.” 

• Most firms do not seem to face any difficulty in meeting the new standards set by the EU. 

However, those exporting brown rice sometimes find their residue levels exceeding the 

EU’s prescribed levels. However, the firms claimed that in the future if the MRL 

requirements are further tightened, it might raise issues for the rice exporters as the changing 

climatic conditions may result in increased pesticide use and residue levels. 

• The firms also highlighted few internal barriers to swift exports of rice such as the high cost 

of testing, delays caused by the Quarantine Department in issuance of certificates and lack 

of timely provision of information about the regulatory changes. In addition, poor condition 

of local mills, outdated storage practices and poor transportation channel from farms to 

markets adds to the difficulty of rice exporters. Currently, Pakistan is losing approximately 

15 percent of rice grains/crop owing to mishandling and outdated storages practices.7 

• Most firms do not face difficulty in meeting the MRL requirements as being a SME.  

However, few claim they face financial constraints being a SME that lowers their ability to 

meet other requirements related to MRL. For instance, a firm said “It is financially 

challenging as a SME to purchase good quality rice, bear laboratory cost, ensure proper 

sacking and storage of rice and proper packaging of consignments.” In addition, six firms 

claimed that lab testing is costly and it sometimes becomes challenging for them to get all 

their rice produce tested which undermines their potential rice exports.  

• Some exporters face problems in getting the certificate as DPP’s office is located far from 

trade-processing stations (seaports and airports). 

• Low yielding variety of seed and higher cost of production against regional competitors is 

another challenge facing the Pakistani rice exporters.  

• Generally, there is no systematic evidence of rejection of export shipments on the basis of 

the recent EU MRL revisions. Only one firm reported the rejection of a consignment 

however, that was in the past.  

• Most of the firms have not planned anything to mitigate the effects of a potential rejection 

of consignment to the EU. In this regard, a firm said that “Tricyclazole residue is a big 
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threat to Indian rice sector, as they are utilizing it more due to soil and other conditions. 

On the other hand, we import and utilize substitutes of it. Hence we don’t have any plan 

regarding this, because we are not being affected yet.” While another firm claimed “In 

order to increase our exports to EU, we are planning to move towards alternatives, less 

toxic pesticides or substitutes of tricyclazole. We are also raising awareness among farmers 

about the repercussions of excessive pesticide use.” 

• Most firms believe that in the future there is need for certain initiatives. For instance, a firm 

argued that “Planning at individual level would not be effective. Government has to step in 

and introduce substitute of toxic pesticides and take some pragmatic initiatives for 

decreasing the MRL levels of brown rice.” 

• Firms claimed that the levels of MRL should be standardized around the world to make 

global trade easier. Different levels of MRLs add to the confusion and difficulty of the rice 

exporters and makes compliance sometimes challenging. In this regard, a firm claimed that 

“Our consignments have never been rejected from the EU because we export the rice which 

meets their SPS standards. However, sometimes the residue levels after the test exceed EU’s 

limit, in that case, it is exported to other markets such as Africa, Middle-East and South-

East Asia who have relatively less stringent regulations.” 
 

From the analysis above, it can be concluded that the rice exporting firms do not find the recent 

revisions in MRL as a significant barrier to their exports. Rather there are various internal barriers 

that have a significantly greater impact than EU’s MRL requirements on the rice exporters.  

Needs and Strategies to Comply with EU MRL: Perspectives of Relevant Government 

Agencies 

In order to explore whether the national or local organizations in charge are aware of the EU MRL 

requirements and its revision, interviews were conducted with officials of the Department of Plant 

Protections (DPP) and a representative of Rice Exporters Association of Pakistan. Analysis of 

these interviews reveals that:  

• DPP is well aware of these requirements imposed by the EU and tries to implement them in 

letter and spirit. They frequently take samples and examine the shipments of rice intended 

for the EU. These samples are tested in any of the three laboratories (H.E.J laboratories, 

Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (PCSIR) and Defence Science & 

Technology Organization (DESTO). EU law requires endorsement of tests by the DPP. The 

details of all tests on the SPS certificate, which forms an integral part of export 

documentation are provided but the DPP. As per the requirements of EU, the DPP have 

established inquiry points in Pakistan to facilitate traders on these issues. 

• It was also stated by the DPP that although currently the rice exporters do not face any 

significant issues in meeting the EU MRL revisions but in the future, strategies will have to 

be devised to counteract the challenges that might arise with the ongoing issue of climate 

change. In this context, they identified the need to develop agricultural research centers and 



spread awareness among the farmers regarding limited and appropriate use of pesticides. 

Strategies for public private partnership are being formulated in order to further reduce the 

pesticide levels.  

• It is pertinent to note that humidity level and soil quality differ in the different rice producing 

areas of Pakistan. Consequently, pesticides residue levels tend to differ as well. In order to 

capture European market, Pakistan needs to export rice of those areas to the EU where soil 

and weather conditions are most favorable such as from areas of Sindh namely Jacobabad, 

Larkana, Badin, Thatta, Shikarpur and Dadu district and from Khusab in Punjab. 

• Currently, the DPP is facing certain technical and capacity constraints such as having low 

professional strength. Similarly, other issues like legal reforms, state-of-the-art laboratory 

tools and techniques, and information and communication technologies (ICT) including 

online registration for import and export are badly affecting the performance of this 

important organisation responsible for enhancing Pakistan’s exports. 

• According to Rice Exporters Association, the Quarantine Department regularly issues test 

certificates. Samples of the products are taken, tested and then issued the certification 

accordingly. This process is streamlined; however, if some products are not fit for human 

consumption, the certification is not issued. Moreover DPP processes documents in the 

limited time slot (up to 11am only), which forces some firms to defer the processing of 

export shipment to the next day. 

• The government agencies do not have a concrete plan as of yet to take this up with the EU 

bilaterally or in the WTO. They stated that plans need to be made to develop local 

capabilities for residue free rice production and ensure quality products are being produced. 

Even though Pakistan’s rice sector is in a safe zone currently, efforts have to be made in the 

future to further minimize pesticide use.  

• The representative from REAP said Pakistan can target neighboring country’s basmati rice 

share in the EU market, following the stringent policies placed by the European Union on 

the presence of hazardous pesticides (Tricyclazole) in the commodity. 

• Rice is still stuck in a low yield groove and failing in international retail markets. Despite a 

massive influx of seeds, Pakistan has not been able to break beyond 2.56 tonnes per hectares 

production. The world average is 4.7 tonnes per hectare production. Hence Pakistan not 

only lags behind in productivity of Basmati rice, but is also less competitive than other rice-

producing countries due to the rising cost of production. 

• REAP plans to undertake awareness campaign among the rice exporters so as to ensure the 

following:  

i) Exports take place with proper branding and packaging 

ii) There is strict adherence to contractual obligations 

iii) No compromise on price and quality  

iv) Increased interaction with the business partners 

v) Compliance with the SPS requirements 

 



Conclusion  

 

Most exporting firms are well aware of MRL and send their products for testing before making 

shipments. They do not seem to face any particular difficulty in meeting these revised MRLs. 

However, they are concerned about other internal constraints such as high cost of testing, delays 

in the issuance of quarantine certificates and lack of timely provision of information about the SPS 

requirements which raises their cost of compliance.  

 

Although Pakistani rice exporters currently do not face any challenges in terms of meeting the 

EU’s MRL requirements, the low yielding variety of seeds and changing climatic conditions 

remain a major concern for the rice exporters. Pakistan has exported over $2 billion8 worth rice in 

absence of Research and Development (R&D). With some concrete efforts in the next five years 

towards introduction of new rice seeds, over $5 billion9 worth of rice can be exported. In this 

regard, it is suggested that Pakistan should strengthen its agricultural research institute to work for 

a more secured future for Basmati rice. There is also a need to strengthen the control of seed 

materials to ensure there are no GMOs in export consignments, dry paddy immediately after 

harvesting and build awareness among farmers to use agro-chemicals rationally in order to keep 

the pesticide residue under the prescribed level.  

 

Relevant national and provincial agricultural departments, farmer associations and REAP must 

join hands for devising a strategy aimed at bridging the existing gaps that hamper the export of 

quality rice to the world. This will involve capacity-building of farmers, traders and the DPP staff, 

besides awareness-raising, enhanced coordination and support from relevant national and 

provincial departments. This will greatly help to not only increase rice exports from Pakistan but 

will also help enforce relevant SPS-related provisions of the IPPC and ensure Pakistan complies 

with the international convention. 

 

All in all, Pakistani rice exporters do not face any significant issue while complying with EU’s 

revised MRL. However, compliance may become challenging if MRLs are further reduced in the 

future.  
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Annexure (A): Responses of Rice Exporting SMEs in Pakistan 

 

Part 1: Identifying challenges in complying with EU MRL: Perspectives of Exporters 

 
Q.1. Are you aware of EU 

MRL? If yes, how do you 

monitor/measure the 

residue level of your 

products to be exported? 

Specify the pesticides you 

are monitoring to be able 

to export to EU market. 

 Q.2. What are in your 

opinion the main 

constraints/challenges 

posed by EU MRL 

requirements and its 

revision? 

 

Q.3. Do you consider 

meeting the MRL export 

requirements more difficult 

as SME? If yes, concerning 

which requirement 

specifically? 

Q.4. Have your 

exports been 

rejected on the basis 

of EU MRL? If yes, 

what were the 

impacts on your 

business? 

Q.5. Have you planned 

to mitigate the effects of 

a potential reject of 

your consignment to the 

EU? If yes, kindly 

provide details. 

                   Responses   

  1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Our product is tested in 
scientific laboratory to 
check the magnitude of 
pesticides residue. We 
send our product for 
testing to Ayub Research 
Institute in Faisalabad 
which is linked with 
Government of Pakistan 
and sometimes to the 
Agriculture University of 
Faisalabad.  
There are number of 
pesticides in the 
laboratory report. Among 
which, major one is 
Tricyclazole. Another 
important is 
Carbendazim.  

As such, we don’t face 
any constraint/ 
challenges in this 
regard.  
Because we normally 
export rice of Sindh 
province to EU. As rice 
processing cost and the 
usage of pesticides are 
high in Punjab province 
due to high humidity 
condition and lack of 
storage facility.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Never 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tricyclazole residue is a 
big threat to Indian rice 
sector, as they are 
utilizing it more due to 
soil and other 
conditions. On the other 
hand, we import and 
utilize substitutes of it. 
Hence we don’t have 
any plan regarding this, 
because we are not 
being affected yet. 

2 

 
Yes, we do monitor our 
rice before exporting to 
EU, from different local 
laboratories based in 
Lahore, Karachi, 
Rawalpindi. 
 
 
 
 
 

Our rice is 
comparatively safe 
among other south 
Asian countries. And 
the reasons are our soil 
quality and the accurate 
use of pesticides. So in 
this regard, we don’t 
face any constraints.  

Perhaps, it might be 
difficult for others SMEs, 
but in our case we are 
fairly comfortable with it. 

However, we face other 
issues such as in the form 
of low yield variety of 
seeds and high cost of 
production which affects 
our rice competitiveness 
in the international 
market.   

 

 

 

 

Never rejected, not 
even our laboratories 
reported such 
rejection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We don’t have any such 
plans, because we 
already follow the 
instruction regarding 
this.  

3 
 
 

 

Yes, we do export our 
rice to EU countries after 
comprehensive 
laboratory testing.  

As such there is no 
challenge for us 
regarding this, it is a 

Not at all, weather a small 
enterprise or large 
enterprise, it is not difficult 
in the case of Pakistan.  

Never 

 

N/A 
 



We also prefer the 
residue level of all the 
pesticides used for rice 
production to be less 
than or equal to 0.01 mg/ 
kg, as these are not good 
for human health. 

good thing in term of 
safety measures.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 
 
 
 
 

Yes, we are aware, it has 
been further tightened up 
recently. 
We do monitor our 
products in proper 
laboratories, both 
governmental and 
private. For instance:  
Pakistan Council of 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research (PCSIR), 
Bureau Veritas, Qarshi 
laboratory, etc. 
Majorly there are 8 to 10 
pesticides which are 
monitored. Namely:  
Carbaryl, Fipronil, DDT, 
Deltamethrin, 
Chlorpyrifos (F), 
Carbendazim, 
Tricyclazole, Carbofuran, 
Aldrin, Imidacloprid, etc 

We are in safe zone. 
This might be a threat to 
Indian rice producer and 
exporters.  
As our soil are in good 
condition, even we 
didn’t use pesticides in 
a large quantity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not at all. 
There are some other 
issues which are being 
faced by rice producers 
and exporters, but not 
related to EU MRL.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Never 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A  

5 
 

Yes. We have in-house 
laboratory. Other than 
this, we also test our rice 
from other local 
laboratories to check the 
MRL of pesticides as per 
EU standards.  
All presides are 
monitored.  
 

Belt of Pindi-Bhattiyan 
to Okara produces 
world best rice in term of 
quality. There is no any 
special challenge in this 
regard till now. But in 
future if MRL is further 
tighten, then there could 
be some challenges 
perhaps. 

It is financially challenging 
as a SME to purchase 
good quality rice, bear 
laboratory cost, ensure 
proper sacking and 
storage of rice and proper 
packaging of 
consignments. 

Only once. Few years 
back, my consignment 
was rejected. 
Because there was 
some issue related to 
quality of rice, as EU is 
very health conscious. 
 
   

Not yet.  

6 
 

Yes, we monitor our 
products from Pakistan 
Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research 
(PCSIR).  
All pesticides, which are 
mentioned in EU MRL 
list.  
Also we submit scientific 
certificate to importer 
country before export.  

As such, there is no 
constraints  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not at all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Never. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A 

7 
 

Yes, we do test our 
products from European 
laboratories and also 
sometime from Pakistan 
Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research 
(PCSIR).  

Currently we are in safe 
zone, but in coming two 
to three years we will be 
in danger zone.  
As time pass, our 
dependence on the use 
of pesticides have been 
increasing. Obviously 
which has ultimately 

It has nothing to do with 
Small or large enterprise.  
Cost of lab testing is quite 
high.  
 
 
 
 
 

Never, because we 
only export those rice 
to EU markets after 
comprehensive lab 
testing.  
And we do not export 
those rice which has 
high residue level to 
EU markets. For those 

Haven’t planned 
anything about this yet, 
but obviously in future, 
we have to come up 
with some initiative. For 
instance: to educate our 
farmers about the 
accurate use of 
pesticides, and have to 



PCSIR is the only 
authentic lab in Pakistan 
in this regard.  
There are more than 200 
pesticides as per EU 
MRL list, which MRL are 
monitored before export 
to EU.  

bad impact on 
consumer health.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

rice we do search new 
markets.  
 
 
 
 

bring awareness about 
the use of the 
substitutes of more toxic 
pesticide.  
Government should 
take some measure to 
regulate pesticides. 

8 
 

Yes, I am aware of it.  
We test our rice from 
European based 
laboratories. They 
provide us 
comprehensive report of 
our rice as per EU MRL 
requirements.  
All pesticides’ residue 
level are tested which 
have been listed in EU 
MRL list. 
 

Uneducated and 
oblivious farmers might 
be the major challenge 
for us in this regard.  
We do face MRL issue 
in Rice of Punjab 
province as well as in 
our Brown rice. 
 
 
 

Yes, Most of Punjab 
based SMEs are facing 
difficulty, because of 
occurrence of aflatoxin 
(sort of Fungus) and high 
pesticides residue level of 
Punjab province’s rice, 
and the reasons behind 
this are the  humidity and 
soil condition of the said 
province. 

Once our rice is tested 
in laboratory and after 
having positive report, 
then we export to EU 
markets.  And it has 
never been rejected.  
Those rice having 
high residue level are 
usually sold in local 
markets. 
 

Planning at individual 
level would not be 
effective. Government 
has to step in and 
introduce substitute of 
toxic pesticides and 
take some pragmatic 
initiatives for decreasing 
the MRL levels of brown 
rice. 

9 
 

Yes, fully aware of. 
We are organic certified.  
We don’t use any 
pesticides for the 
production of rice.  But, 
still we do test our rice 
from Germany based 
laboratory. i.e. Eurofins 
gmbh laboratory. 
 
 
 
 

As European don’t 
compromise on quality, 
so we do submit food 
safety certificates along 
with lab reports to them. 
Each sample testing 
cost is about 2000 to 
2500$.  
In short, we have to pay 
a lot of money to make 
them sure about our 
product. 
 

Not at all.  
There are number of 
alternatives available in 
the market instead of 
using toxic pesticide. 
Which are also quite 
cheap.  
Lack of knowledge and 
awareness about the right 
thing are the most difficult 
thing whether it’s a small 
enterprise or large 
enterprise. 

Never 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A 

10 

Yes, we verify our rice 
from Eurofins gmbh 
laboratory. All pesticides 
are monitored as per EU 
MRL Standards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
.  
 

The main challenge 
would be for Punjab 
province’s rice as they 
have already 
comparatively high 
magnitude of residue 
level.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Up to some extent, yes. 
Because the cost of lab 
test is very high. Already 
our exports to EU are 
decreasing due to 
revision of MRL.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our consignments 
have never been 
rejected from the EU 
because we export 
the rice which meets 
their SPS standards. 
However, sometimes 
the residue levels 
after the test exceed 
EU’s limit, in that 
case, it is exported to 
other markets such as 
Africa, Middle-East 
and South-East Asia 
who have relatively 
less stringent 
regulations. 
 

In order to increase our 
exports to EU, we are 
planning to move 
towards alternatives, 
less toxic pesticides or 
substitutes of 
tricyclazole. We are 
also raising awareness 
among farmers about 
the repercussions of 
excessive pesticide 
use. 

11 

Yes, we do test our 
products from Pakistan 
Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research 
(PCSIR).  
PCSIR is the only 
authentic lab and owned 
by government. 
All those pesticides, 
which are mentioned in 

As such, there is no 
constraints in this 
regards. We do 
appreciate this.  
Those who exports 
brown rice might have 
facing the constraints.  
 
 
 

Not at all. If we monitor 
our product form foreign 
labs such as Eurofins, 
then have to bear high 
cost of lab testing.  
But we usually consider 
PCSIR.  
 
 
 

Never. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A 



 

 

 
 

 

EU MRL list. Also 
aflatoxin is the highly 
monitored.   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

12 

Yes, fully aware of. 
Pakistan Council of 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research (PCSIR). And 
also from international 
laboratories, such as 
Eurofins gmbh and 

PRIMORIS lab.  

We only use those 
pesticides which are 
recommended by EU and 
all the pesticide are 
monitored in labs as per 
EU standards.  

Not for us. We are in 
safe zone because we 
depend less on 
pesticides. But for sure 
Indians rice exporters 
and producers definitely 
face challenges in this 
regard. 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes, perhaps. In term of 
issue of Aflatoxin, cost on 
proper sacking and 
storages of our rice. Lab 
costs etc.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Never 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A 

13 

Yes, recently it has been 
reduced. Now the 
residue level of most of 
the pesticides are 0.01 
milligram per kg. 
We have our own 
inclusive in-house 
laboratory, also we test 
our rice from Eurofins 
gmbh laboratory.  
All the pesticides which 
are mentioned in EU 
MRL list. Majorly focus 
toward the residues level 
of Tricyclazole.  

Though EU MRL has 
not been revised 
particularly for Pakistani 
rice. As our rice quality 
is already eminent in the 
world wide.  
But. In future, we can be 
targeted in this regards 
as lack of research and 
non-availability of new 
seeds are the 
challenges for us.  
 

Yes, Being SME, stocking 
of our product in ware 
houses, as rice can be 
attacked by different sort 
of natural fungus at this 
stage.  
 
Other than this, cost of 
laboratory testing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sometimes residue 
level of our rice are not 
up to the required 
standard of EU MRL. 
In these cases, we do 
not export our product 
to EU markets. 
Once we get the 
clearance from 
laboratory then our 
exports have never 
been rejected.  
 
 
 

We didn't plan about 
this. Because we only 
export those rice to EU 
which comply the safety 
and trading standards of 
EU. 
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Yes, I am fully aware of it. 
We do measure the 
residue level from 
Germany based 
laboratory. i.e. Eurofins 
gmbh laboratory, which 
scenically tests our 
product as per EU MRL 
requirement.  
And all the pesticides 
which are mentioned in 
the list of EU MRLs are 
monitored before export 
to EU market.  

For Pakistan, we don’t 
face any serious 
challenge regarding 
this, our rice is famous 
in the world wide. Also 
We do completely 
comply with the trading 
and safety standard of 
EU. 
 
 
 
 
 

Being SME, sometimes it 
is difficult to counter 
natural occurrence of 
aflatoxin. Otherwise we 
don’t face any issue 
regarding the requirement 
of EU MRL. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Never 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We don’t need to do as 
such planning, because 
we are in safe zone.  
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Yes, we monitor our rice 
from Eurofins lab. Majorly 
there are 8 to 10 
pesticides, which are 
very important to test.   
 
 
 

We purchase rice from 
those areas of Pakistan 
where pesticides are 
less utilized. For 
instance, khushab. 
So, as such no 
challenges. In fact it’s a 
good thing 

Yes. In term of laboratory 
testing cost.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Never 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A 



Annexure (B): Responses of Relevant Government Ministries/Agencies in Pakistan 

 

Part 2: Identifying needs & strategies (to be) implemented to comply with EU 
MRL: Perspectives of Relevant Government Ministries/Agencies 

 

Q.1. What strategies have you put in place 

to counter-act the challenges posed by the 

new EU MRL? 

Q.2. What would you need to be able to 

meet those (new) requirements, and 

export to the EU? 

Q.3 Have you/do you plan to take up this with 

the EU bilaterally or in the WTO? 

 

 Responses                   

Organization 

  DPP 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Pesticides are important for 
production. But usage of toxic and 
irrelevant pesticides has worse 
repercussion on health. 
There are number of substitutes and 
alternatives available in the market, 
which could be used in place of toxic 
pesticides.  
We are not that much affected by the 
new EU MRL, but we have to devise 
strategies to counter-act the 
challenges for future. For that matter, 
we need to develop research 
centers, spread awareness among 
the farmers about the minimum and 
accurate use of pesticides. We have 
to be sensitive about our citizen’s 
health as well.  

We need to focus on less use of pesticides 
and proper use of pesticides. Stop 
importing toxic pesticides, bane them. The 
most importantly is to educate our farmers 
and bring awareness...  
Currently, the DPP is facing certain 
technical and capacity constraints such as 
having low professional strength. 
Similarly, other issues like legal reforms, 
state-of-the-art laboratory tools and 
techniques, and information and 
communication technologies (ICT) 
including online registration for import and 
export are badly affecting the performance 
of this organisation responsible for 
enhancing Pakistan’s exports. Hence the 
technical capacity needs to be enhanced 
so that international requirements can be 
met timely and in an efficient manner.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Article 7 of international plant protection 
convention provides sovereign right to 
importing country to protect the health of 
their citizens. Safety and trading standard of 
EU or something like that will be soon 
adopted by other countries as well.  
We don’t need to make any plan to take up 
this with the EU bilaterally or in the WTO.  
We need to make plans to produce quality 
product, develop local capabilities for 
residue free rice production. In short, we 
need to build these standards for ourselves 
as well. 
Though Pakistan rice sector is in safe zone, 
but for the sake of future, we have to work 
on less utilization of Pesticides.  
 
 

REAP 

Strategies for public private 
partnership are being formulated in 
order to reduce the pesticides level. 
For this purpose, the core objective 
would be to educate farmers and to 
import new machines. Residue 
pesticide level in Indian rice is very 
high as compared to Pakistani rice. 
And only UK allows Indian rice to be 
exported in their market, rest of 
Europe countries are very much 
sensitive about residue level. In 
short, as per general perception, 

Pesticides which are being used for rice 
production depends on the weather and 
soil condition of respective areas. And 
most importantly the consciousness of 
farmers.  
It is pertinent to note that humidity level 
and soil quality are different in different 
rice production areas of Pakistan. 
Resultantly, pesticides residue level in rice 
are different accordingly.  
In order to capture European market, by 
taking the advantage of rejection of Indian 
rice in EU due to high residue level, we 
need to export those areas’ rice to EU 

We are in contact with Eurofins gmbh in 
this regards. But we didn’t plan any special 
thing yet. But in future, we have to take 
ministry of commerce on board for future 
planning that how to counter this either EU 
bilaterally or through WTO. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



European markets are open to our 
rice in the coming 3 to 4 years. 
We are also trying to arrange an 
awareness campaign that will 
ensure that the exports take place 
with proper branding and packaging, 
there is strict adherence to 
contractual obligations, no 
compromise on price and quality, 
compliance with the SPS and 
increased interaction with the 
business partners.  
 

where soil and weather condition is quite 
favorable in this regard.  
Pakistan can target India’s basmati rice 
share in the EU market, following the 
stringent policies placed by the European 
Union on the presence of hazardous 
pesticides in the commodity. 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


